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City Council Business Meeting MINUTES  
FEBRUARY 12, 2026 

 

1) CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Acting Mayor Thielfoldt at 6:00 p.m. 

Members Present: Councilmembers Timmerman, Thielfoldt and Novak 

Members Absent: Mayor Ganfield and Councilmembers Berg 

Also Present: City Administrator/Clerk Terry, Police Chief Bell, City Engineer Wheeler, 

Senior Planner Christianson, Deputy Clerk Cairney and Patrick Fischer 

 

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Acting Mayor Thielfoldt led the Council and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3) ADOPT/APPROVE AGENDA 

City Administrator/Clerk Terry advised the Council that there was an amended Claims and 

Electronic Funds Transfer Register in the packet.  

 

MOTION by Councilmember Novak, second by Councilmember Timmerman to approve 

the agenda. 

MOTION CARRIED: 3-0 

 

4) PRESENTATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS (PP&A) 

None. 
 

5) PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 

 

6) CONSENT AGENDA 

MOTION by Councilmember Timmerman, second by Councilmember Novak to approve 

the amended Consent Agenda. 

a. Approve Minutes of the January 22, 2026 City Council Meeting 
b. Approve Payment of Claims and Electronic Transfer of Funds 
c. Adopt Resolution 26-10 Amending Police Policy And Procedure Manual  
d. Adopt Resolution 26-11 Amending Employee Handbook  
e. Adopt Resolution 26-12 Adopting Policy for Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI)  
f. Authorize Wagner Park Trail Connection Project  
g. Approve MNSec Statement of Work for vCISO Services 
h. Adopt Zoning Ordinance Amendment  

i. Adopt Ordinance No. 340 Amending Title 11-25 of the City of Elko New 
Market City Code Concerning Revisions to the Zoning Ordinance 
Residential Lot Standards  

ii. Adopt Summary Ordinance No. 341 Amending Title 11-25 of the City of 
Elko New Market City Code Concerning Revisions to the Zoning Ordinance 
Residential Lot Standards 

i. Approve BS&A Electronic Payment Servicing Contract  
MOTION CARRIED: 3-0 
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7) PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None. 

 

8) GENERAL BUSINESS 

None. 

 

9) REPORTS 

a. Administration 

i. Council Community Outreach 

City Administrator/Clerk Terry stated the first item was a follow-up on a 

previous Council discussion regarding community outreach. Terry stated 

Council wanted to create opportunities to interact with the community outside 

of Council meetings in a more informal setting. Terry stated Staff reviewed 

options and recommended incorporating outreach into two existing events. 

Terry stated Council had indicated interest in starting with two or three events 

this year. Terry stated Staff suggested participation in the Spring Home Show 

hosted by the Chamber of Commerce on Saturday, March 7, where the City 

regularly has a table. Terry stated the second event was the community picnic 

in August, which is a City event and allows flexibility in setting up Council 

participation. Terry stated feedback was requested on the recommendation and 

emphasized both events would require a commitment from Council members 

to be successful. 

 

Councilmember Thielfoldt stated support for the outreach events and 

emphasized the importance of intentional marketing to ensure the events are 

promoted as opportunities for residents to ask questions of Council. 

 

City Administrator/Clerk Terry stated Staff would follow up to confirm 

commitments from Councilmembers and adjust plans based on availability. 

Terry stated Staff also discussed the possibility of scheduling an additional 

event during the winter months, such as a lunch hour or morning coffee at the 

senior high-rise, if the other events were successful. Terry stated the Police 

Department had previously hosted events on topics such as fraud and noted this 

could be a good opportunity if the senior high-rise was open to it. 

 

Senior Planner Christianson asked for feedback on how the Garden Show 

should be handled and stated that Community Development staff had discussed 

using the events as the opportunity to gather community input regarding the 

Comprehensive Plan update. Christianson stated last year’s approach at the 

Garden Show included a map of active community development projects, 

which generated interest and engagement. Christianson stated displaying 

current projects could attract residents and allow Staff to collect feedback on 

development topics, noting most projects were residential, for the 

Comprehensive Plan process. Christianson stated ideas included using 

SurveyMonkey with QR codes or paper surveys and providing visual examples 

of housing types to help residents understand various housing options. 

Christianson stated this could be paired with City goals for housing and 
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referenced recent Council discussion on providing opportunities for residents 

of all ages and economic conditions. 

 

Council voiced support for the proposed outreach plans and plan for the 

upcoming Garden Show. 

 

ii. Commissioner Interview Panel 

City Administrator/Clerk Terry requested a Council representative be assigned 

to the interview panel and noted scheduling would be based on panelist 

availability. Terry stated the proposed dates were the evening of March 2 or 

March 3 and interviews would include both commissions. Terry stated there 

were typically two or three applicants per commission, making scheduling 

manageable. Terry advised Council that the practice had been to include one 

Council member, the primary Staff liaison to the commission, and the 

commission chair unless the chair was up for reappointment. Terry stated Parks 

Commission Chair Sutton was up for reappointment and proposed sitting in for 

those interviews, with Senior Planner Christianson sitting in for Planning 

Commission and Planner Malecha sitting in for Parks Commission as primary 

liaisons. Terry stated a Council member was needed to complete the panel. 

 

Council advised Staff to coordinate with Councilmember Berg to validate 

availability to sit on panel. 

 

iii. Mobile Food Unit Discussion 

City Administrator/Clerk Terry updated Council on current State statute and 

City Ordinance. Terry advised that both limited Mobile Food Units to 21 days 

on a property per year. Terry stated City Ordinance placed a further restriction 

of only allowing for seven consecutive days operating on a single property.  

 

Council requested Staff look into zoning restrictions to identify any 

requirements for mobile food units not in operation being parked on a single 

property. 

 

b. Public Works 

City Administrator/Clerk Terry updated Council that 35 applications were received 

for the Public Works position and interviews would be held in the coming weeks. 

 

c. Police Department 

Police Chief Bell recognized Officer Buttolph. Bell noted that during patrol a few 

days prior, Buttolph arrested a wrong-way drunk driver with a teen passenger. Bell 

stated the driver was over twice the legal limit, a chronic offender, and the arrest was 

for a felony level DUI. Bell commended Officer Buttolph for actively working to 

prevent a dangerous situation. 

 

d. Fire Department 

No report. 
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e. Engineering 

No report.  

 

f. Community Development 

Senior Planner Christianson stated the packet included Planning Commission 

accomplishments from 2025 and adopted goals for 2026, along with an updated 

vacant lot inventory and meeting minutes. Christianson stated Planning Commission 

completed significant work in 2025. Christianson noted the number of vacant lots was 

similar to last year because of the high volume of building permits issued. 

Christianson stated there were approximately 10 more vacant lots than the previous 

year and noted the supply was healthy but building activity remained strong. 

 

g. Parks Department 

No report. 

 

h. Community & Civic Events Committee (CCEC) 

No report. 

 

i. Other Committee and Board Reports 

i. Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (SCALE) 

No report. 

 

• Executive Committee  

No report. 

• Service Delivery Committee 

No report.  

 

ii. I35 Solutions Alliance  

No report. 

 

10)  DISCUSSION BY COUNCIL 

None. 

 

11) ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION by Councilmember Timmerman, second by Councilmember Novak to adjourn the 

meeting at 6:19 pm. 

MOTION CARRIED: 3-0 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Thomas Terry, City Clerk/City Administrator 


