City Council Business Meeting MINUTES
MARCH 26, 2026
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CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Ganfield at 7:05 pm

Members Present: Mayor Ganfield, Councilmembers Berg, Novak, Timmerman and
Thielfoldt

Members Absent: None.

Also Present: City Administrator/Clerk Terry, Police Chief Bell, City Attorney Poehler,
Engineer Wheeler, Deputy Clerk Cairney, Public Works Director Schweich, Michael
Thompson, Benjamin Kroeplin, Angela Hofstad, Mike Sutton, Tom Wolfe, Kasey Pipo, and
Patrick Fischer

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Ganfield led the Council and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPT/APPROVE AGENDA

City Administrator/Clerk Terry advised the Council that there were changes to the agenda,
item 8a) a. Review Water Quality Concerns and Request for Reimbursement — Jeff & Dawn
Weitzel, was removed from General Business.

MOTION by Councilmember Berg, second by Councilmember Novak to approve the
revised agenda.

MOTION CARRIED: 5-0

PRESENTATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS (PP&A)

a) Scott County Assessor
The Scott County Assessor, Michael Thompson, provided an overview of current
property assessment in Elko New Market. Thompson stated valuation notices and tax
statements had been mailed and emphasized the limited timeline for residents to contact
the Assessor’s Office with questions. Thompson reported interest rates remain
significantly higher than recent years, affecting affordability and reducing housing
supply. Thompson stated foreclosure activity remains low, days on the market had
increased, and the county remained in a seller leaning but stabilizing market. Thompson
reported Elko New Market added approximately $29 million in new construction value
for 2025, primarily residential, and had minimal value changes this year due to stable
sales ratios. Thompson stated the County must stay within the state-required 90-105%
sales ratio to avoid state-mandated adjustments. Thompson outlined appeal options,
encouraged residents to review their property data and contact the assigned appraiser
listed on the green notice, and noted several property tax refund programs are available,
including a special refund not based on income.

b) Oath of Office — Commissioners
Mayor Ganfield administered the Oath of Office to newly appointed Planning
Commissioner Benjamin Kroeplin, newly appointed Parks Commissioner Angela
Hofstad, reappointed Planning Commissioner Kasey Pipo and reappointed Parks
Commissioner Mike Sutton.
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PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION by Mayor Ganfield, second by Councilmember Berg to approve the Consent
Agenda.
a) Approve Minutes of the March 12, 2026 City Council Meeting
b) Approve Payment of Claims and Electronic Transfer of Funds
c) Hire of Utility Billing/Office Technician
i) Approve Utility Billing/Office Technician Job Description
ii) Authorize Hire of Utility Billing/Office Technician
d) Adopt Resolution 26-24 Approving a Gambling Permit for New Market Elko Webster
Lions Club
e) Adopt Resolution 26- 25 Appointing Fire Captains and Fire Lieutenants
f) Amend Service Member Banner Program
i) Adopt Resolution 26-26 Amending Banner Program
Approve Amended Administration and Donation Agreement

MOTION CARRIED: 5-0

PUBLIC HEARINGS
None.

GENERAL BUSINESS

Weitzel

REPORTS

a) Administration
1) 2026 Utility Fund Budgets
City Administrator/Clerk Terry advised the Council that the EDA meting on April 23 is
expected to need up to an hour and a half and discussed moving the April 23 Council
meeting time to 7:30 p.m., and any change requires a resolution because meeting
schedules are adopted by resolution. Terry stated that if there is no Council opposition, a
resolution amending the schedule would be placed on the next consent agenda.

Councilmember Novak requested that in future, EDA meetings start earlier to allow
Council meetings to begin at 7:00 p.m.

Council expressed support for keeping a 7:00 p.m. Council meeting start time, provided
panelists can attend earlier EDA meetings.

b) Public Works
No report.
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¢) Police Department
No report.

d) Fire Department
No report.

e) Engineering
No report.

f) Community Development
Senior Planner Christianson stated the Planning Commission would meet next Tuesday
and would be considering a preliminary plat and rezoning request for the Eagle View
Meadows project, which included 194 residential lots.

g) Parks Department
No Report.

h) Community & Civic Events Committee (CCEC)
Councilmember Timmerman stated the Egg Hunt was being held Saturday at 9:30 am at
Eagle View Elementary.

i) Other Committee and Board Reports
i) Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (SCALE)
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Executive Committee

City Administrator/Clerk Terry stated the primary legislative issue is the proposed
housing preemption bill, noting continued pressure to advance the legislation.
Terry stated the current proposal conflicts with Comprehensive Plan requirements
and would force Cities to spend significant funds updating plans and the
legislation may create contradictions with state statute and Metropolitan Council
authority. Terry stated Cities continue to advocate for workable solutions and
emphasized that previous preemption proposals had not demonstrated
improvements to housing affordability nor required affordability. Terry also noted
that updates to SCALE regarding compensatory school funding was discussed.

Service Delivery Committee

City Administrator/Clerk Terry stated the group received the feasibility study
presentation for the Insurance Consortium, noting the consultant initially withheld
community-specific data but later provided it. Terry stated Staff would review the
information with the consultant next week. Terry stated Council would need to
decide in April whether to continue participation in the next phase, which
includes obtaining market quotes and finalizing the Consortium governance
structure.

City Administrator/Clerk Terry stated governance discussions are ongoing due to
limitations on vote allocation, with the working group seeking a structure that
provides proportional representation without allowing control by any single
entity. Terry stated Carver County and Dakota County have expressed interest and
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were included in the feasibility analysis, which significantly affects pool size and
voting considerations. Terry stated updates will be brought back to Council after
Staff completed its review.

ii) 135 Solutions Alliance
No report.

6) DISCUSSION BY COUNCIL
Council directed Staff to explore options for enhancing the Council Chamber wall used for
photos and presentations, including adding a City logo applique or similar feature.

7) ADJOURNMENT
MOTION by Councilmember Novak, second by Councilmember Thielfoldt to adjourn the
meeting at 7:46 pm
MOTION CARRIED: 5-0

Respectfully submitted by

Thomas Terry, City Clerk/City Administrator
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