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City Council Work Session MINUTES  

MAY 14, 2026 

 

1) CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Acting Mayor Thielfoldt at 6:00 p.m. 

Members Present: Councilmembers Timmerman, Berg, Thielfoldt and Novak 

Members Absent: Mayor Ganfield 

Also Present: City Administrator/Clerk Terry, Police Chief Bell, City Attorney Poehler, 

City Engineer Wheeler, Senior Planner Christianson, Planner Malecha and Deputy Clerk 

Cairney 

 

2) PRESENTATIONS 

None. 

 

3) REPORTS 

None. 

 

4) GENERAL DISCUSSION 

a. 2050 Comprehensive Plan Update 

Senior Planner Christianson provided an overview on “What is a Comprehensive 

Plan”, including: 

i. Comprehensive Plan is a document designed to guide the future growth of a 

community and a vision for the future.  

ii. Comprehensive Plan covers a wide variety of topics, such as land use, 

economic development, transportation, infrastructure, housing, parks, natural 

resources and more.  

iii. Comprehensive Plan recommends policies to address future growth and is 

typically designed as a technical document to be used by government officials 

when making decisions about zoning or capital improvements.  

iv. Comprehensive Plan is intended to be used daily to inform and guide 

developers, staff, City decision making, budgets, projects, policies and 

programs. 

 

Senior Planner Christianson presented the draft Image 2050 Plan created by the 

Metropolitan Council and discussed Councils direction to move forward with changes 

that would be required to the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  

 

5) REPORTS (CONT’D) 

None. 

 

6) ADJOURNMENT 

The Work Session was adjourned at 6:57 pm.   
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City Council Business Meeting MINUTES  

MAY 14, 2026 

 

1) CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Acting Mayor Thielfoldt at 7:00 pm 

Members Present: Councilmembers Berg, Novak, Timmerman and Thielfoldt 

Members Absent: Mayor Ganfield 

Also Present: City Administrator/Clerk Terry, Police Chief Bell, City Attorney Poehler, 

Engineer Wheeler, Senior Planner Christianson, Planner Malecha, Deputy Clerk Cairney, 

Gene Meger, JD Delgado and Patrick Fischer  

 

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Acting Mayor Thielfoldt led the Council and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3) ADOPT/APPROVE AGENDA 

City Administrator/Clerk Terry advised the Council that there were no changes to the agenda. 

MOTION by Councilmember Timmerman, second by Councilmember Novak to approve 

the agenda. 

MOTION CARRIED: 4-0 

 

4) PRESENTATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS (PP&A) 

a. Swearing in – Officer Chase Measner 

Police Chief Bell provided a brief background on Officer Chase Measner. Acting Mayor 

Thielfoldt administered the Oath of Office to Officer Measner. 

 

5) PUBLIC COMMENT 

Gene Meger, 41 W Louis St, approached the podium to voice concern regarding the 

newsletter and information provided on age limits for driving golf carts.  

 

6) CONSENT AGENDA 

MOTION by Council Timmerman, second by Councilmember Berg to approve the Consent 

Agenda. 

a. Approve Minutes of the April 23, 2026 City Council Meeting 

b. Approve Payment of Claims and Electronic Transfer of Funds 

c. Adopt Ordinance No. 343 Amending the Zoning Ordinance of the Elko New Market City 

Code Regarding Residential Decks 

d. Adopt Ordinance No. 344 Amending the Fee Schedule to include Cannabis Businesses  

e. Adopt Resolution 26-29 Approving Outdoor Concert and Event Permit for Love Never 

Ends Corporation  

f. Outdoor Concert and Event – The Doublewide  

i. Adopt Resolution 26-30 Approving Outdoor Concert & Event Permit for Pro 

Wrestling Event and Street Dance 

ii. Adopt Resolution 26-31 Approving Temporary Licensed Liquor Area Expansion 

g. Approve Live Performance Contract - Tin Cup Steel Drum Band  

h. Highlands at Eagle View 2nd Addition 
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i. Adopt Resolution 26-32 Approving Final Plat and Development Contract for 

Highlands at Eagle View 2nd Addition 

i. Adopt Resolution 26-34 Approving the Notice of Decision on Wetland Replacement Plan 

for August Ventures, LLC Eagle View Meadows Plat 

j. Approve Proposal for Services – Braun Intertec 

k. Approve Agreement for EMS Training and Medical Direction 

l. Approve Continuing Education and Customized Training Contract 

m. Adopt Resolution 26-35 Amending the Bylaws of the Elko New Market Firefighters 

Relief Association 

n. Approve 2026 Recycling Funding Agreement 

 

MOTION CARRIED: 4-0 

 

7) PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Application by Jaceyn Brockhouse, Patrick Flynn, Wade Brelje, Mega Properties LLC 

On-Sale Intoxicating and Sunday Sale Liquor Licenses - 26350 France Avenue 

i. Resolution 26-33 Approving a New Liquor License for Mega Properties LLC in the 

City of Elko New Market 

 

Acting Mayor Thielfoldt opened the Public Hearing at 7:07 am. 

 

No comments were received during the Public Hearing. 

 

Acting Mayor Thielfoldt closed the Public Hearing at 7:07 am. 

 

MOTION by Councilmember Timmerman, seconded by Councilmember Novak to approve 

Resolution 26-33 Approving New Liquor License for Mega Properties LLC in the City of 

Elko New Market. 

MOTION CARRIED: 4-0 

 

8) GENERAL BUSINESS 

a. Moratorium on Data Center 

Senior Planner Christianson explained that the City’s zoning ordinance does not define 

data centers as a distinct use and therefore does not include standards for that specific 

use. Christianson noted that in the absence of a definition, a data center would be 

considered a warehouse and permitted in the I-1, I-2, or B-6 zoning districts, if adequate 

water supply was available.  

 

Senior Planner Christianson recommended the Council adopt a moratorium on data 

centers to allow time to study and develop the appropriate zoning regulations. Minnesota 

Statute permits a moratorium of up to one year. Christianson noted that Staff and 

consultants, including WSB, would evaluate potential impacts and prepare 

recommendations for zoning standards. Christianson noted that if the work was 

completed sooner than one year, the moratorium could be repealed early. 
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Senior Planner Christianson stated industry trends indicate increasing use of low water 

cooling systems, meaning a data center could potentially locate in Park I35 without 

requiring significant water supply. Christianson noted that adoption of a moratorium 

before an application is received would allow staff to put appropriate regulations in place. 

 

MOTION by Councilmember Novak, seconded by Councilmember Timmerman to 

approve Ordinance 345 and Summary Ordinance 346 Prohibiting the Location, 

Establishment, and Operation of Data Centers in the City of Elko New Market. 

MOTION CARRIED: 4-0 

 

b. 26518 France Avenue Property Appraisal 

Planner Malecha presented information to Council regarding the proposed 

reconfiguration of the property line between the Old Police Department and Elko 

Baseball. Malecha explained that the discussion was part of the broader evaluation of 

future use of the Old Police Department. Malecha stated the proposal would shift the 

property line, so the baseball field and associated structures are fully within the Elko 

Baseball parcel while retaining the Old Police Department, wellhouse, and park on City 

property. 

 

Planner Malecha outlined the estimated City cost of up to $4,000 for an appraisal, 

depending on whether the consultant cost is assigned to the City or Elko Baseball. 

Malecha also summarized estimated costs for Elko Baseball, including survey work, legal 

descriptions, variance applications, document preparation, potential title work, and 

closing fees. Malecha stated the total estimated cost to Elko Baseball is approximately 

$18,934, excluding the land value and state deed tax. 

 

Elko Baseball Representative Fredrickson questioned the estimated $12,450 survey cost 

and stated the organization would be willing to pay for the appraisal before proceeding 

further. Fredrickson emphasized that having the appraisal completed is necessary to 

determine whether the project is feasible.  

 

Senior Planner Christianson stated the survey costs are driven by the need to locate all 

structures, create new legal descriptions, and document nonconformities.  

 

City Administrator/Clerk Terry explained the next step, if authorized, would be to collect 

$4,000 in escrow from Elko Baseball and contract with Patch Messner for the appraisal. 

 

Council supported proceeding with an appraisal to determine fair market value. 

 

MOTION by Councilmember Berg, seconded by Councilmember Timmerman to work 

with Elko Baseball to collect escrow for the appraisal for the 26518 France Avenue 

Property that would potentially be sold and authorize Staff to retain Patch Messner to 

complete the work. 

MOTION CARRIED: 4-0 
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9) REPORTS 

a. Administration 

No report. 

 

b. Public Works 

No report. 

 

c. Police Department 

No report. 

 

d. Fire Department 

No report. 

 

e. Engineering 

No report. 

 

f. Community Development 

Senior Planner Christianson reported that the Highlands at Eagle View Second Edition 

Final Plat has been approved and construction was expected to begin immediately 

following a pre‑construction meeting. Christianson also noted that the adjacent plat to the 

east was preparing final construction plans with the intent to begin work this year under a 

new developer. 

 

Planner Malecha updated Council on a citywide inspection for visible code violations that 

had been completed earlier that day in partnership with Police Chief Bell. Malecha stated 

approximately 75 notices would be sent out.  

 

g. Parks Department 

Planner Malecha updated Council on the last Parks Meeting. Malecha reported that the 

Parks Commission reviewed concept plans for Highlands at Eagle View Park and agreed 

on park and play‑structure components, moving the project forward.  

 

City Administrator/Clerk Terry informed the Council that the park project budget may 

exceed current capital allocations. Terry noted Council approval would be required if the 

budget is exceeded. 

 

Planner Malecha added that Staff was attempting to reduce costs but was unlikely to meet 

the originally budgeted amount of $182,000. 

 

Councilmember Berg requested that construction crews working in Boulder Heights 

should be reminded to keep the public porta‑potties clean, noting concerns raised by 

residents. 

 

h. Community & Civic Events Committee (CCEC) 

No report. 
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i. Other Committee and Board Reports 

i. Scott County Association for Leadership and Efficiency (SCALE) 

• Executive Committee 

No report. 

 

• Service Delivery Committee 

City Administrator/Clerk Terry provided an update on the insurance consortium 

discussions. Terry reported that an upcoming meeting with the consultant would 

include requests for jurisdictions to confirm participation timelines. Terry stated 

governance documents were received less than 48 hours prior and would be 

brought to Council for formal review at a future meeting. 

 

ii. I35 Solutions Alliance 

Councilmember Thielfoldt provided an update on changes to the budget for I35. 

Thielfoldt stated that MnDOT provided updates on Highway 13, Interstate 35, and 

Highway 50 projects, including indications of possible bonding allocations for 

engineering work. Thielfoldt noted outcomes remain uncertain due to ongoing 

legislative negotiations. 

 

10) CLOSED MEETING 

a. Closed meeting pursuant to Minn. Stat. 13D.05, subd. 3(c)(3) to discuss offer for 

purchase of the real property PID #239210064 

 

Acting Mayor Thielfoldt opened the Closed Meeting at 7:40 pm. 

 

Acting Mayor Thielfoldt closed the Closed Meeting at 8:08 pm. and reopened the 

Business Meeting at 8:09 pm. 

 

11) DISCUSSION BY COUNCIL 

None. 

 

12) ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION by Councilmember Timmerman, second by Councilmember Novak to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:09 pm 

MOTION CARRIED: 4-0 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

 

 

 

___________________ 

Thomas Terry, City Clerk/City Administrator 


