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Parks Commission Meeting MINUTES  
MAY 13, 2026 

 
1) CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Sutton at 6:00 PM 
Members Present: Chair Sutton, Commissioners Jones, Hokeness, West, and Hofstad 
Members Absent: None 
Also Present: Public Works Lead Cavanaugh, Planner Malecha, and Matt Finnegan 
(Finnegan Playground Adventures) 
 

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Chair Sutton led the Commission and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3) ADOPT/APPROVE AGENDA 
Planner Malecha advised the Commission that there were no changes to the agenda. 
MOTION by Commissioner Hokeness, second by Commissioner Jones to approve the 
agenda. 
MOTION CARRIED: 5-0 
 

4) PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 

5) APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Chair Sutton requested a motion to approve the Minutes of the April 8, 2026 Parks 
Commission Meeting. 
MOTION by Commissioner West, second by Commissioner Jones to approve the minutes of 
the April 8, 2026 meeting. 
MOTION CARRIED: 5-0 
 

6) GENERAL BUSINESS 
a. Finnegan Playground Adventures Presentation – Highlands Park 
Matt Finnegan, of Finnegan Playground Adventures, began a presentation to the Commission 
with two options regarding the future play structure at Highlands Park. Finnegan began with 
a short introduction to himself and to his company. 
 
Finnegan designed two options for playground structures at the future Highlands Park, 
planned for construction this fall. He went through both options with the Commission, and 
discussion commenced regarding both. The Parks Commission decided to go with the first 
design option and then discussed specific components of the structure they would like to see 
changed. The requested changes included replacing one of the two steering wheels with a 
gear box, switching out the bump slide with a spiral slide, and adding a third swing bay for 
an ADA accessible swing. 
 
Conversation also commenced regarding the layout of the park. The concept plan originally 
laid out a full court sport court. At the April 13, 2026 Parks Commission Meeting, the 
Commission decided to implement a half court and shift it north. The Commission provided 
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clarification on the location of the half court to Mr. Finnegan, requested that it be shifted to 
the north, near the sidewalk. They also requested the hoop be on the southern end rather than 
northern, so balls won’t go into the street. 
 
The Commission discussed color scheme for the park. The Commission was in favor of using 
a blue and tan color scheme for the playground structure, specifically blue posts and tan 
components. 
 
Planner Malecha told the Commission that the price estimates on Highlands Park are 
insufficient. The approved budget includes a total of $182,358 for the entire park. Staff re-did 
the estimates in early 2026 and determined that approximately $210,000 is needed for the 
park. Malecha stated this to the Commission, and they were in favor of using additional 
funds to fill the financing gap, rather than holding off on building some of the components 
until 2027. Malecha informed the Commission he would need to get approval from the City 
Council to utilize additional funding and intends to have that discussion with Council at a 
future meeting. 
 
MOTION by Commissioner Hokeness, second by Commissioner Jones to: 

• Recommend approval of “Option 1” presented by Finnegan relating to Highlands 
Park, with the following edits: 

o Add a third bay for an ADA Swing 
o Replace the bump slide with a spiral slide 
o Replace playground structure component (steering wheel) with a gear box 
o Shift sport court to the north, with the basketball hoop on the south side 
o Use blue and tan color scheme for the playground structure 

MOTION CARRIED: 5-0 
 
7) UPDATES & REPORTS 

b. April Parks Commission Update 
Planner Malecha stated that going forward the update will be in the form of a verbal update 
from Public Works Lead Cavanaugh rather than a memorandum attached to the packet. 
 
Public Works Lead Cavanaugh stated: 

• Public Works had just completed fertilizing and spraying weeds in the parks.  
• Now that T-Ball has started, the ball fields will be drug daily.  
• New benches were installed in Woodcrest Park. 
• Boulder Heights Park sign was installed with landscaping. 
• Public Works will now have a dedicated crew member assigned to parks and the 

maintenance there of; Maintenance Worker Shawn Valek. Commissioner Hofstad 
asked Cavanaugh if Valek will be doing inspections, Cavanaugh stated that he is 
currently the only one certified to do inspections, but the intention is to get Valek 
certified. 

• Trees transplanted from the Public Works Campus to both Wagner Park and Boulder 
Heights Park last fall are healthy. 
 

c. April Parks Commission Financial Report 
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Planner Malecha stated he would answer any questions regarding the financial report 
included in the packet. There were no questions. 

 
8) PARKS COMMISSIONER’s QUESTIONS & COMMENTS 

Commissioner Hofstad asked if the sprinkling ban was annual, and when that goes into 
effect. Cavanaugh stated that it is annual and implements every other day schedule depending 
on if your address is odd or even, and that it went into effect on May 1. 
 
Commissioner West asked if there had been any progress made on the Wagner Park trail 
connection. Cavanaugh stated that the intent is for construction to still commence this year, 
but the scope of the project has changed and is unsure if the Public Works department will be 
doing the work themselves or need to contract it out. Cavanaugh added that the grading work 
was planned to be done in house, but the preliminary construction plans show more in-depth 
grading is needed than originally thought. 
 
Commissioner Hokeness asked why we can’t replace the basketball court at Woodcrest Park, 
and if it was due to it being in the right-of-way. Cavanaugh stated that we would have to shift 
the entire park to rebuild the court outside of the right-of-way. Hokeness asked Planner 
Malecha to research to see if that court can be replaced. Malecha stated that he will research 
it and bring the findings back to the Commission. 

 
9) NEXT MEETING 

Regular Parks Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, June 10, 2026 at 6:00 PM 
ENM City Hall Council Chambers 

 
10) ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION by Commissioner Hofstad, second by Commissioner Jones to adjourn the meeting 
at 7:38 PM. 
MOTION CARRIED: 5-0 

 
Respectfully submitted by 
 
 
 
Brandon Malecha, Planner I 


