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2024 Elections at Elko New Market City
Hall - 601 Main Street

Primary Election: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 at Elko New Market City
Hall. Polls are open from 7:00 AM - 8:00 PM.

Absentee voting begins June 28, 2024.
o Vote absentee in-person at Elko New Market City Hall.
o Monday – Friday: 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM.

Direct balloting (voters place ballot directly into tabulator) begins
July 26, 2024.
o Monday – Friday: 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM.
o Extended hours: Saturday, August 10, 2024:  9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
and Monday, August 12, 2024: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM.

General Election: Tuesday, November 5, 2024 at Elko New Market
City Hall. Polls are open from 7:00 AM - 8:00 PM.

Absentee voting begins September 20, 2024.
o Vote absentee in-person at Elko New Market City Hall.
o Monday – Friday: 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM.

Direct balloting (voters place ballot directly into tabulator) begins
October 18, 2024.
o Monday – Friday: 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM.
o Extended hours: Saturday, October 26, 2024: 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM,
Tuesday, October 29, 2024: 8:00 AM – 7:00 PM, Saturday, November
2, 2024: 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM, Sunday, November 3, 2024:  9:00 AM –
3:00 PM, and Monday, November 4, 2024: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM.

Absentee voting by mail for any Election (MN Secretary of State
website): https://mnvotes.sos.mn.gov/abrequest/index
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The City of Elko New Market will hold City Elections
on November 5, 2024. This year, the following three
positions will be open for candidacy filings:

One Mayor position for a two-year term
Two Council positions, each for a four-year term

Candidate filings are open from July 30, 2024 to
August 13, 2024.

Hours for candidate filings are: July 30, 2024
through August 12, 2024 - 8:00 AM until 4:30 PM.
August 13, 2024 - 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

If you are interested in running for any of the above
City Offices, please contact Deputy Clerk Lynda
Jirak at (952) 461-2777 for further details.

There is an exception to the odd/even watering
schedule for the watering of new seed or sod for a
period of two weeks from the date of seeding or
sodding. This exception for seeded or sodded areas
shall not apply to previously established areas of the
same lot and does not exempt the property from
following the permitted sprinkling period between
11:00 AM – 6:00 PM.

2024 General Election
Candidate Filings

Water Conservation
Irrigation Regulations

Dog Leash Ordinance
The City would like to extend a friendly reminder
highlighting Title 6-4-3-1 of Elko New Market City
Code. This section of code is regarding the following:
It shall be unlawful for the dog or cat of any person
who owns, harbors, or keeps a dog or cat, or the
parents or the guardians of any such person under 18
years of age, to run at large. Dogs or cats must be on
a leash and accompainied by a responsible person or
accompanied by and under the control and direction
of a responsible person so as to be effectively
restrained by command as by leash shall be
permitted in streets or on public land unless the City
has posted an area with signs reading “Dogs or Cats
Prohibited”.

The City of Elko New Market’s standard water
conservation measures are effective each year from
May 1st to September 30th. Between these dates, use
of the City water supply system for lawn or garden
sprinkling or other irrigation shall be limited to an
odd/even schedule corresponding to the property
address. For example, if an address is listed as an odd
number, they would only water on odd days and vice-
versa. Lawn or garden sprinkling or other irrigation is
not permitted between the hours of 11:00 AM – 6:00
PM regardless of odd/even days.



Tax Estimate for $37 million valuation
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Many residents have probably heard about the
beverage company locating in Elko New Market.
Niagara Bottling, a U.S. company, selected Elko New
Market as a location for their manufacturing plant that
would serve the Twin Cities and surrounding areas. The
purpose of this article is to give residents more
information about the project.

Who is Niagara Bottling and what do they do? Niagara
Bottling is a leading beverage manufacturer in the
United States, producing private label bottled water,
sparkling water, teas, sports drinks, non-dairy milk
products and more. They supply some of the largest
brands and stores throughout the country, including
Costco, Sam’s Club, Walmart, Target and Walgreens,
just to name a few.

Why does Niagara Bottling want to locate in Elko New
Market? Niagara’s bottled water and beverages
currently sold here in the Twin Cities are shipped (via
semi-truck) from their plants in Pleasant Prairie,
Wisconsin, or Kansas City, Missouri. Logistically,
establishing a Twin Cities location will reduce freight
costs and distribution time. It will allow the products to
be bottled, manufactured and distributed closer to the
consumer.

Why would the City want a project like Niagara
Bottling? The Niagara manufacturing facility “checks
many of the boxes” that the City Council has identified
related to economic development in the City. In a
nutshell, the Niagara Bottling facility in Elko New
Market will, a) increase and diversify the City’s tax base,
b) substantially increase revenue into the City’s
infrastructure funds, c) create local employment
opportunities, and d) be a catalyst for additional
industrial development in the community.

A. Increase and Diversify the City’s Tax Base

Niagara Bottling has purchased 28 acres in the City’s

new industrial park and is currently constructing a
425,000 square foot manufacturing, warehouse, and
distribution facility, the first of its kind in the industrial
park. The facility, once complete, will have an
estimated market value (for taxation purposes) of $30
to $37 million. The valuation will be used as a basis for
Niagara’s annual property taxes as shown in the tables
below, adding an estimated $179,682 to $221,660 to the
City’s general property tax revenue annually. This one
project would be equivalent to 5 to 6% of the City’s
total annual tax levy. This is equivalent to adding tax
revenue from 98 to 120 new homes to the City, without
the same demands for City services! The Lakeville
School District and Scott County will also be big
beneficiaries of tax revenue from the new facility as
shown below. A diverse tax base is important to
communities to reduce burden on residential
properties. The City’s tax base is currently imbalanced,
with almost 92% of the City’s general fund levy coming
from residential properties.

Niagara Bottling Receives
City Council Approval

Tax Estimate for $30 million valuation

B. Substantial Increase in Revenue into the City’s
Infrastructure Funds

High utility bills have long been a concern expressed by
City residents, and the City Council is committed to
finding ways to reduce water costs for residents.
Revenues, both in one-time (connection) fees, and
ongoing utility fees collected from the Niagara
development will have a big impact on the City’s
infrastructure funds. 
One time fees received as a result of the Niagara
development include:

Water fund - $605,319.52
Sanitary Sewer fund - $114,583.58
Storm water fund - $28,158.02
Park fund - $184,000
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B. Substantial Increase in Revenue into the City’s
Infrastructure Funds (Continued)

In addition to the one-time (connection) fees,
substantial ongoing revenue into the City’s water,
sanitary sewer, and storm sewer funds will be
generated once the Niagara Bottling facility is up and
operating at full capacity, through their monthly utility
bills. Estimated utility revenue is shown below:

Water fund – approximately $74,000 per month /
$888,000 per year
Sanitary Sewer fund - approximately $21,000 per
month / $252,000 per year
Storm Water fund - approximately $175 per month /
$2,100 per year

The additional revenue will allow the City to better
control utility rates and help protect the financial
health of the City’s utility funds against circumstances
that would have a negative impact on the funds.

C. Create Local Employment Opportunities

Creating more local employment opportunities and
promoting additional businesses and services within
the community have long been goals of the City
Council. According to the most recent Census Bureau
information, 96.7% of the residents in Elko New Market
are employed outside of the city, most travelling north
to other communities for work. The proposed bottling
facility will create an estimated 59 jobs right here in
Elko New Market. Currently, there are less than 300
estimated jobs in the community, so adding 59 - a near
20% increase in local jobs - is a big deal!

D. Be a Catalyst for Additional Industrial Growth

The purchase of 28 acres by Niagara Bottling kicked off
the long-planned industrial park at the southeast
quadrant of Interstate 35 and County Road 2. Along
with the Niagara facility, approximately ¾ mile of new
public street and utilities will be constructed, which
will open approximately 80 additional acres for
industrial development. This achieves some of the
City’s Council’s priority goals, including advancing the
“shovel-ready” status of areas guided for commercial
and industrial development through planning, and

where feasible, the procurement of supporting
infrastructure. Future development of the remaining
property will create more tax base and additional jobs
within the community.

How much water will Niagara Bottling be using? 

Niagara Bottling will be using water supplied by
existing City wells. The MN DNR issues Water
Appropriations Permits to City’s (and others) who
withdraw more than 10,000 gallons per day or 1 million
gallons per year from a well, river or lake. The City of
Elko New Market had been permitted to withdraw 135
million gallons of water annually to serve City residents
and had reached the limits of that permit. The City
applied for, and was granted, an amendment to the
City’s permit to allow withdrawal of up to 365 million
gallons of water per year from city wells. The amended
permit allows an additional 75 million gallons of water
annually for continued growth of the City, and 155
million gallons annually for Niagara Bottling. To put this
volume in context, the table below shows the most
recent permitted amount and volume used by some of
our neighboring communities. The data is based on
2022 usage data obtained by the MN DNR, which is the
most recent data that has been released. As you can
see, Elko New Market’s permitted water volume is
much lower than many of our neighboring
communities.

The Niagara Bottling facility is currently under
construction and is expected to be complete and in
operation in the spring of 2025. The City will start
receiving utility revenue in 2025 and the full benefit of
the property taxes in 2027.
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Night to Unite August Calendar
City Council

Meeting - 8th @ 7:00 PM
Meeting - 22nd @ 7:00 PM

*All City Council meetings include a work session
portion of the meeting, which occurs prior to the

business meeting. If the work session is canceled,
the business meeting will be moved to 6:00 P.M.,

except on dates Economic Development Authority
(EDA) meetings are scheduled. On those dates, the

business meeting will be moved to 7:00 P.M.*

Planning Commission
Meeting - 27th @ 7:00 PM

September Calendar
City Council

Meeting - 12th @ 7:00 PM
Meeting - 26th @ 7:00 PM

*All City Council meetings include a work session
portion of the meeting, which occurs prior to the

business meeting. If the work session is canceled,
the business meeting will be moved to 6:00 P.M.,

except on dates Economic Development Authority
(EDA) meetings are scheduled. On those dates, the

business meeting will be moved to 7:00 P.M.*

Planning Commission
Meeting - 24th @ 7:00 PM

Parks Commission
Meeting - 11th @ 6:00 PM

Parks Commission
Meeting - 14th @ 6:00 PM

On Tuesday, August 6, 2024, the City will be hosting the 15th annual
Night to Unite! The Night to Unite is an event where members of
the community can sign up to host a block party that will feature
appearances from members of our Police Department and Fire
Department, along with City Council Members and City Staff. Night
to Unite is sponsored by the Minnesota Crime Prevention
Association, AAA of Minnesota/Iowa, and our local law
enforcement agencies. This event is all about celebrating and
strengthening our amazing community!

The Night to Unite event is designed to:
Get to know one another in your neighborhood.1.
Build stronger bonds with our dedicated firefighters and police
officers; and

2.

Learn about Public Safety in Elko New Market and support
local police efforts.

3.

Chief Craig Bell says, “I invite neighborhoods in Elko New Market to
become involved in Night to Unite activities. This is an opportunity
for neighborhoods and the community to band together, enjoy a
summer evening getting to know their neighbors and police
officers.”

Want to be a part of the action? Host a gathering on your block!
Sign up on the City’s website by August 2nd and fill out the “2024
Online Registration Form”. The link to the form can be found here:
https://www.ci.enm.mn.us/index.asp?Type=B_EV&SEC=
{D9B51B15-A75E-44A2-81F5-A053165D28D0}&DE={4021BF29-
C44D-43A8-839C-4D10C688AAB8}

Lets make this the best Night to Unite yet!

https://www.ci.enm.mn.us/index.asp?Type=B_EV&SEC=%7BD9B51B15-A75E-44A2-81F5-A053165D28D0%7D&DE=%7B4021BF29-C44D-43A8-839C-4D10C688AAB8%7D
https://www.ci.enm.mn.us/index.asp?Type=B_EV&SEC=%7BD9B51B15-A75E-44A2-81F5-A053165D28D0%7D&DE=%7B4021BF29-C44D-43A8-839C-4D10C688AAB8%7D
https://www.ci.enm.mn.us/index.asp?Type=B_EV&SEC=%7BD9B51B15-A75E-44A2-81F5-A053165D28D0%7D&DE=%7B4021BF29-C44D-43A8-839C-4D10C688AAB8%7D


Night to Unite - August 6
Community Picnic - August 24
Halloween Party - October 26

Tree Lighting Ceremony - Dec. 7

Keep an eye on upcoming
newsletters and the City website at

www.ci.enm.mn.us for more
community events as they are

scheduled.

Facebook: bit.ly/ENMfacebook
Twitter (X): bit.ly/ENMtwitter
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Community Picnic

2024 Community
Events

In 2017, the City of Elko New Market celebrated the 10-year
anniversary of the merger between the cities of Elko and New
Market by having a community picnic at Wagner Park. This
celebration has become an annual tradition held in August each
year.

This City of Elko New Market will be hosting the community picnic
on Saturday, August 24, 2024 from 11:00 AM to 1:30 PM at Wagner
Park. The picnic will include free food, beverages, and fun
activities for the whole family to enjoy. Activities will include
bouncy houses, a balloon twisting artist, face painters and pony
rides. Come spend some time with friends and neighbors at
Wagner Park!

Details can be found on the City’s website at
www.ci.enm.mn.us/Events, and clicking on “Community Picnic”. If
you would like more information or have any questions you can
contact Deputy Clerk Lynda Jirak at (952) 461-2777.

PSN Autopayment Update
The City would like to extend a notice to all Payment Service
Network (PSN) customers with active autopayments related to
utility billing. Due to timing issues, auto payments can only be set
up between the 20th and the 31st of each month. If you are a PSN
customer with an auto payment that is set up outside of that
timeframe, you will be required to change your autopayment date
by July 31, 2024.

After August 1, 2024, any PSN customers that still have an
autopayment in place that falls within the restricted date range will
be automatically moved to the 28th of the month. If you have any
questions or concerns regarding this change, please contact
UB/Office Technician, Stephanie Fredrickson at
sfredrickson@ci.enm.mn.us or by calling (952) 461-2777.

http://www.ci.enm.mn.us/
https://www.facebook.com/people/City-of-Elko-New-Market/100064869663005/
http://bit.ly/ENMtwitter
https://www.ci.enm.mn.us/events
mailto:sfredrickson@ci.enm.mn.us

