
Winter Safety with Less Salt 

Deicing salt helps keep sidewalks, driveways, and steps safe. But using excess 
salt in the winter can have lasting impacts on our lakes, streams, and 
groundwater. Most deicers contain chloride, which does not break down in our 
environment and instead washes into our local water bodies where it 
permanently pollutes the water.  

Excess chloride can: 
• Rust cars, bridges, and other metal items 
• Cause concrete and asphalt to corrode 
• Harm fish, insects, and aquatic plants 
• Damage trees, lawn, and soil structure  

Steps to Salt Smarter 

Shovel First – Shovel during and after a snow event. Salt may not be needed 
after. 

Apply lightly and spot treat– If salt is needed, apply salt granules in an even 
pattern where granules are about 3” apart. This is approximately one coffee 
mug of salt spread across 10 sidewalk squares or a 20-foot driveway. 

Watch the Temperature – Only apply 
salt when the temperature is above 
15°F. Most deicers will not melt ice 
below 15°F, instead use sand for 
traction. When the temperature is over 
32°F, salt is not needed because ice 
will melt on its own.  

Sweep up excess – After the ice has 
melted, sweep up any leftover, unused 
salt to reuse it and to prevent it from 
washing into the storm drains. 


