
Preventing Illicit Discharge 

What is it? 

An illicit discharge is any chemical, waste, and other pollutant that enters the storm drain that is 
not rain or snowmelt, either on purpose or by accident.  

Most frequent offenders 

Why does it matter? 

Storm drains are designed to carry rainwater directly into 
nearby lakes, rivers, and streams without treatment. 
Because of this, anything that enters a storm drain flows 
straight into our water bodies. 

When pollutants enter storm drains, they can cause 
serious water pollution. This pollution may lead to 
harmful algal blooms, fish die-offs, and long-term 
damage to aquatic ecosystems. In some cases, these 
water bodies are also sources of drinking water, making pollution difficult and expensive to treat 
and remove.  

Illicit discharge occurs when pollutants enter storm drain either by 
being dumped into them or by being washed in during rain or 
snowmelt events. The water can carry oil, chemicals, trash, and 
other pollutants from roads, parking lots, driveways, and 
sidewalks directly into storm drains and nearby water bodies. 

Preventing illicit discharge helps protect clean water, aquatic life, 
and public health. 

 

 

• Used motor oil 
• Pesticides & Fertilizers 
• Paint & Solvents 
• Commercial cleaning wastewater 

• Grass clippings/Leaves 
• Pest waste 
• Deicing salt 
• Dirt/Sediment 

 

Suspect an illicit discharge, call to report it 

Elko New Market office: (952)-461-2777 

 


