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Parks Commission Meeting MINUTES  
AUGUST 13, 2025 

 
1) CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Sutton at 6:02 PM 
Members Present: Chair Sutton, Commissioners Jones, Hokeness, and West 
Members Absent: Commissioner Vernon 
Also Present: City Administrator/Clerk Terry, Senior Planner Christianson, and Planner 
Malecha 
 

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Chair Sutton led the Commission and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3) ADOPT/APPROVE AGENDA 
City Administrator/Clerk Terry advised the Commission that there were no changes to the 
agenda. 
MOTION by Commissioner Hokeness, second by Commissioner Jones to approve the 
agenda. 
MOTION CARRIED: 4-0 
 

4) PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 

5) APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
MOTION by Chair Sutton, second by Commissioner Jones to approve the minutes of the 
June 11, 2025 meeting as presented. 
MOTION CARRIED: 4-0 
 

6) GENERAL BUSINESS 
a. Eagle View Meadows Park Dedication Discussion 
City Planner Malecha gave a presentation to the commission regarding a concept plan 
referred to as Eagle View Meadows. Planner Malecha was seeking a recommendation from 
the Parks Commission regarding park dedication for the proposed concept plan. 
 
Planner Malecha stated that the proposed development is located in the northwestern portion 
of the city, and that the parcels would require annexation from New Market Township in 
order for the developer to move forward with a preliminary plat application. Malecha showed 
the commission the concept plan and explained that the proposed park area is 6.3 acres of 
open space located in the central-southern proportion of the proposed development. Malecha 
explained to the Commission that the City’s Subdivision Ordinance requires 8% of the land 
to be dedicated for parks, playgrounds, public open spaces or trails and/or the developer shall 
make a cash contribution to the City’s park and trail fund roughly related to the anticipated 
effort of the plat on the park and trail system. If the Commission chose not to recommend 
land dedication, the park fee is 8% of the fair market value to be paid to the City. Park 
dedication requirements for this proposed development is based on 71.9 net acres. 
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Planner Malecha continued his presentation and stated that the 2040 Comprehensive Plan 
identifies a park search area for a neighborhood park on the southern portion of the proposed 
development. He explained that the closest parks include Wagner Park, Whispering Creek 
Park, the park at Eagle View Elementary School, and the proposed park within the Highlands 
at Eagle View development. Malecha continued by explaining that it is recommended that 
neighborhoods be services by a neighborhood park located within ½ mile, which is not the 
case in this instance. Malecha continued by explaining that the proposed development is only 
within the 1-mile service area of Wagner Park, but County Road 2 presents a major physical 
barrier to accessing the park from the north. Malecha stated that the proposed development 
would not be properly served with existing parks. 
 
Malecha went through the various park classifications, drilling down on the general 
description, service area radius, and size criteria for each. Malecha shifted his focus to 
describing the desired park size for neighborhood parks, and facilities that are typically 
located within a neighborhood park including but not limited to play equipment, ball fields, 
multiuse hard courts, tennis/pickleball courts, and ice rinks. 
 
Malecha continued his presentation by describing the sidewalk and trail requirements base on 
City Code. For the proposed development, the sidewalk and trail location recommendations 
are as follows: 

• Construct 5’ sidewalks adjacent to all local streets 
• Construct a 10’ trail on the north side of 255th Street. 
• Construct a 5’ sidewalk on the south side of 255th Street. 
• Construct a 5’ sidewalk on the east side of Nevada Avenue. 
• Construct a 10’ trail on the west side of Dakota Avenue along the subject property. 

 
Malecha presented the Staff Recommendations as it pertains to park land dedication for 
Eagle View Meadows, the recommendations are as follows: 

• Full park land dedication. 
• Park land location to be centrally located along the southerly edge of the plat, so that 

as properties to the south develop, additional land can be added to the park through 
additional park dedication. 

• Land to be dedicated for park purposes must have topography and configuration 
conducive to developing the park with facilities typically found within a 
neighborhood park. 

• Construct 5’ sidewalks adjacent to all local streets, a 10’ trail on the north side of 
255th Street, a 5’ sidewalk on the south side of 255th Street, a 5’ sidewalk on the east 
side of Nevada Avenue, and a 10’ trail on the west side of Dakota Avenue. 

• The park land dedication as depicted on the concept plan must be reconfigured to 
provide for more usable space. 

 
Commissioner Hokeness asked for clarification on the Staff Recommendations, ensuring that 
we are recommending land rather than cash, Malecha confirmed. Hokeness stated that the 
topography is not conducive to a park, stating that it is hills surrounding a pond. Senior 
Planner Christianson explained that the contours shown on the concept plan are existing 
contours, and that the developer has not submitted a grading plan yet. Christianson clarified 
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that the maximum slope accepted for park land is defined in the City Code, and the ones 
depicted on the concept plan are less than what is allowed in City Code. Hokeness and 
Christianson discussed the pond depicted in the park land, clarifying that this would not 
count toward the park land dedication. 
 
City Administrator/Clerk Terry asked Christianson if there have been any Staff discussions 
as it relates to the proposed two acre pond located in the center of the proposed park land to 
be dedicated. Christianson stated that it is Staff’s opinion that the cul-de-sac on the east side 
of the park could potentially be removed, but it is hard to give a clear opinion without 
knowing what those acreages are. 
 
Hokeness asked Staff to confirm that the long-term vision is for this park to be combined 
with future park land dedication acquired from properties to the south, Staff confirmed. 
 
Commissioner West inquired about the overall park plan as is stated in the 2040 
Comprehensive Plan relating to this proposed development. Staff showed the Comprehensive 
Plan and explained to West that this search area is planned over multiple parcels, requiring 
the parcels to the south to develop in order to get the maximized park land dedication in this 
area. Conversation commenced between Commission and Staff explaining in depth the 2040 
Comprehensive Park Plan overall. 
 
Commissioners Jones and Hokeness discussed the cul-de-sac depicted in the proposed 
development and discussed potential reconfiguration of the area to be dedicated for park 
land. 
 
Commissioner West and City Administrator Terry discussed capital outlay and plans for 
building out future parks. Discussion commenced about the philosophy of the overall parks 
system. 
 
Planner Malecha reiterated the Staff Recommendations as follows: 

• Full park land dedication. 
• Park land location to be centrally located along the southerly edge of the plat, so that 

as properties to the south develop, additional land can be added to the park through 
additional park dedication. 

• Land to be dedicated for park purposes must have topography and configuration 
conducive to developing the park with facilities typically found within a 
neighborhood park. 

• Construct 5’ sidewalks adjacent to all local streets, a 10’ trail on the north side of 
255th Street, a 5’ sidewalk on the south side of 255th Street, a 5’ sidewalk on the east 
side of Nevada Avenue, and a 10’ trail on the west side of Dakota Avenue. 

• The park land dedication as depicted on the concept plan must be reconfigured to 
provide for more contiguous usable space. 
 

The Commission added clarification to the last recommendation regarding reconfiguration. 
The additional recommendation is to ensure that the land dedicated is not in isolated pockets 
and is shaped in a way that can accommodate a youth ballfield and play area. 
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MOTION by Chair Sutton, second by Commissioner Jones to accept the Staff 
recommendations as amended based on this discussion, as stated in the minutes. 
MOTION CARRIED: 4-0 
 

7) UPDATES & REPORTS 
City Administrator Terry gave some updates to the Commission. Terry stated that the plan is 
to continue the regularly scheduled Park’s Commission meetings, with the next one slated for 
September 10, 2025. 

 
Terry updated the Commission on the hiring process as it pertains to the Senior Planner 
position. He stated that the hiring process is currently underway and is being done in an 
effort to eventually replace Senior Planner Christianson. Commissioner Hokeness asked if 
we had hired a new Deputy Clerk, Terry confirmed that Steph Cairney started on Monday. 
Hokeness also inquired about the open finance position, Terry stated that the first round of 
interviews are slated for tomorrow morning. 

 
8) PARKS COMMISSIONER’s QUESTIONS & COMMENTS 

The Commission asked City Administrator Terry about the Degross property to the east of 
Kwik Trip. Terry stated that the City understands that that property has been purchased by an 
investor and we understand that there is a purchase agreement, but they have not closed yet. 
Commissioner West asked if there are any plans for the Pierson lot near Wagner Park, Senior 
Planner Christianson explained that the property was purchased by investors, but Staff has 
had no recent conversations with them regarding potential development. 
 
Commissioner West asked about the status of the Wagner Park trail extension. City 
Administrator Terry explained that former Planner Skluzacek drafted a memorandum 
regarding that, and it is the intent of Staff to review that topic at the September 10 Parks 
Meeting. 

 
9) NEXT MEETING 

Regular Parks Commission Meeting 
Wednesday, September 10, 2025 at 6:00 PM 
ENM City Hall Council Chambers 

 
10) ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION by Chair Sutton, second by Commissioner Jones to adjourn the meeting at 7:32 
PM. 
MOTION CARRIED: 4-0 

 
Respectfully submitted by 
 
 
 
___________________ 
Brandon Malecha, Planner I 


