
Protect our Water. Clean up Pet Waste. 

One easy way to protect our lakes, streams, and rivers is to always pick up after 
your pet. Pest waste contains harmful bacteria and nutrients that can pollute 
water and pose health risks. 

When pet waste is left on the ground, rain or snowmelt can wash it into nearby 
waterways or storm drains that flow directly to lakes and rivers without 
treatment. This runoff can carry E. coli and salmonella bacteria, as well as excess 
nitrogen and phosphorus, into our water contaminating it. 

These pollutants can lead to: 

• Waterborne illness 
• Algal blooms 
• Low oxygen levels harmful to fish 
• Beach closures and unsafe swimming conditions 

Always pick up pet waste in your yard and while out on walks. Tie the bag securely 
and place it in the trash or designated pet waste bin.  

 


