
Best Practices at Home for Pollution Prevention  

Everyday activities like mowing the lawn or washing your car at home can directly affect the water 
quality of local lakes, rivers, and wetlands. Rain and snowmelt can wash pollutants from yards, 
driveways, sidewalks, and streets into storm drains, which drain the polluted water into our 
waterways. 

Maintaining a healthy lawn, promoting water infiltration, and keeping surfaces free of debris and 
chemicals help prevent pollutants from entering storm drains and polluting local waters.  

• Manage rainwater 
o Direct downspouts toward grass, not pavement 
o Keep leaves and grass clippings out of the streets 

and storm drains 
o Install rain barrels or rain gardens to capture and 

absorb runoff 
• Maintain vehicles 

o Fix oil or fluid leaks as soon as they are noticed 
o Use commercial car washes when possible 
o If washing your car at home, use biodegradable 

soap and wash on grass 
• Protect storm drains 

o Never pour oil, paint, or chemicals into storm 
drains 

o Rake leaves and debris out of streets 
o Pick up pet waste promptly 

• Use water wisely 
o Limit sprinkler use to reduce runoff from lawns 
o Repair leaky hoses, faucets, and sprinklers 
o Do not spray grass clippings or chemicals into 

streets or storm drains, instead sweep leaves or 
clippings 

• Maintain healthy lawns 
o Use fertilizers sparingly and avoid application 

before rain 
o Mow grass high (3-4” tall) 
o Aerate lawns to promote water infiltration 
o Plant native species and gardens 


