Yard Care Helps Protect Our Local Waters

What we do in our yard can have a big impact on local water quality. Grass
clippings, leaves, and other yard waste may seem harmless, but when that are left
on the streets or sidewalks, rain washes them into our storm drains and into our

lakes. A healthy lawn can prevent soil erosion and yod
protect our watershed from water runoff and pollution.

Why is Yard Waste a Problem?

e

When grass clippings and leaves enter water, they break &L“h_j’_f ; l&jﬁi.m
down and release nutrients like phosphorus and nitrogen. Too many nutrients can
cause harmful algal blooms, reduce oxygen levels, and lead to fish kills.
Additionally, loose soil, pesticides, herbicides, or fertilizers used on your yard are
carried with the grass and leaves to storm drains when it rains.

Never sweep or blow grass clippings into streets, driveways, or
\I\V/ storm drains. Instead, sweep or rake clippings back into your N \
\
lawn, bag clippings if you cannot mulch, or compost yard waste. ‘

Tips for a Healthy Lawn & Yard v Prevent yard waste in drains

e Pick up pet waste and litter ¥ Maintain healthy lawns

e Mow high (3-4”) to promote deeper v Reduce nutrient runoff

roots
e Mow regularly to reduce the need to collect clippings
e Leave clippings on the lawn

e Aerate the soil in the fall to promote water infiltration £

e Test your soil to know your soil nutrient needs

e Apply products according to their labels

e Use phosphorus-free fertilizers

e Do not use weed-and-feed combination products

e Check irrigation systems for leaks and positioning to
conserve water



